
HORARIO DE LA OFICINA DEL 
SUPERINTENDIENTE 

Lunes a Viernes 7:30 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.  
Esta oficina estara cerrada si las 

condiciones del tiempo son muy severas.

CENTRAL OFFICE HOURS: 
7:30 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

Office will be closed if there are extreme 
weather conditions.

February Issue 2016 • Fennville Public Schools • (269) 561-7331 • www.fennville.org •      www.facebook.com/fennvilleschools

FPS millage renewal on March 8 ballot! See page 3 for more information.

One of the best kept secrets about 

Fennville Public Schools is the quality of our 

arts programs for students in all three of our 

schools. Talented Blackhawks work with amazing 

teachers to draw, paint, sculpt, act, write, sing, 

and perform, from Kindergarten through 

graduation. With the recent success of our high 

school music programs, that secret is starting to 

spread across Southwest Michigan.
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Dirk Weeldreyer
Superintendent

FENNVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETINGS FOR 2016

Dates, Times, and Locations of Board Meetings

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS
President . . . . . . . . . . .Mark Ludwig 
Vice President . . . . . . .Tobias Hutchins
Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . .Julio Almanza

Secretary . . . . . . . . . . .Juliet Michele
Trustee . . . . . . . . . . . . .David Johnson
Trustee . . . . . . . . . . . . .John Raak

Upon request to the Superintendent, the District shall make reasonable accommoda-
tion for a person with disabilities to participate in this meeting. 

The Board of Education does not discriminate on the 
basis of religion, race, color, national origin, sex, dis-
ability, or age in its programs, activities or employment 
practices. Further, it is the policy of this District to pro-
vide an equal opportunity for all students, regardless 
of race, color, creed, age, disability, religion, gender, 
ancestry, national origin, place of residence within the 
boundaries of the District, or social or economic back-
ground, to learn through the curriculum offered in this 
District.

Direct questions to Civil Rights Officer,
Corey Harbaugh

Dear Parents and District Residents:

Central Office: Superintendent
5 Memorial Drive Dirk Weeldreyer
 (269) 561-7331
 Fax (269) 561-5792

Elementary School: Principal, Albert Lombard
8 Memorial Drive (269) 561-7236
 Fax (269) 561-7271

Middle School: Principal, Kim Zdybel
1 Memorial Drive (269) 561-7341
 Fax (269) 561-2143

High School: Principal, Jim Greydanus
4 Memorial Drive (269) 561-7241
 Fax (269) 561-6901

Special Education: Director, Lori Chapman
5 Memorial Drive (269) 561-7331
 Fax (269) 561-5792

Director of  
Teaching/Learning: Corey Harbaugh
5 Memorial Drive (269) 561-7331
 Fax: (269) 561-5792

Migrant/Bilingual: Secretary, Alice Rodriguez
5 Memorial Drive  (269) 561-7331
 Fax (269) 561-5792

Adult Ed/Star: Mitch Overway
5 Memorial Drive (269) 561-7331
 Fax (269) 561-5792

Food Service: Director, George Siedis  
 8 North Street (269) 561-7231
 Fax (269) 561-2356

Facilities: Director, Jon Carr
5 Memorial Drive (269) 561-7331
 Fax (269) 561-7331

Transportation: Director, John Schlack 
3 Memorial Drive (269) 561-8131
 Fax (269) 561-5636

Athletics Director, Frank Marietta
 (269) 561-7241
 Fax (269) 561-6901

Community  Frank Marietta
Athletic Center: (269) 561-2708
 (269) 561-6901

Website: www.fennville.org
Follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/fennvillepublicschools

It is always a pleasure to share with you the many great things happening every 
day here at Fennville Public Schools, and these things are possible only with the 
tremendous support of the Fennville community!

In this edition of the Fennville Pride, we are featuring aspects of our outstand-
ing arts department.  Our dedicated and creative staff provide exceptional in-
struction for students of all ages in music, drama, and the visual arts.  These 
experiences provide a crucial dimension in the development of the whole child.  

Another important aspect of our work is to help develop outstanding citizens.  
In recent weeks fifth grade students enjoyed a visit from Congressman Fred 
Upton, while our middle school and high school National Honor Societies in-
ducted a number of new members committed to the principles of scholarship, 
leadership, service, and character.  The annual Veterans’ Day Assembly honored 
our local veterans, and the Blackhawk volleyball team took the court to raise 
over $2000 for charity.  We are very proud of our outstanding young citizens!

It is also important to direct your attention to the important election informa-
tion located on page three of this newsletter.  This year’s annual 18-mill renewal 
request on non-homestead property will be on the ballot during the March 8 
primary election.  While the presidential race will be garnering much attention, 
please be sure to acquaint yourself with this information.  We have been grate-
ful for your support through the years, and encourage you to look for this ballot 
question during the primary election. 

Providing outstanding opportunities for students is always our top priority!  
Please be sure to come by often and see the many great things happening!

Monday, February 15, 2016 
Monday, March 21, 2016 
Monday, April 18, 2016 
Monday, May 16, 2016 

*Budget Hearing to precede Board meeting at 6:30 p.m. All Regular meetings to be 
held at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room unless otherwise posted. Special meetings and 
work sessions will be scheduled as necessary.

Monday, June 20, 2016* 
Monday, July 18, 2016 
Monday, August 15, 2016 
Monday, September 19, 2016 

Monday, October 17, 2016 
Monday, November 21, 2016 
Monday, December 19, 2016 

Board Room is located at 5 Memorial Drive, Fennville, Michigan 49408.  For questions, 
please contact (269) 561-7331.
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*The 18-Mill Renewal Results In No 
Tax Increase for Local Residents*

Outstanding People for Education Award

What is the ballot proposal?
A “Yes” vote restores the millage to the rate 
of 18 mills as annually voted by the Fennville 
residents. This is a one-year renewal of the 18 
mills on business/vacation property only. FPS is 
required by law to seek this renewal in order to 
avoid a detrimental loss of revenue.
Does the 18 mills apply to the taxes on my 
home?
The 18 mills do NOT affect the property taxes 
homeowners pay on their own residence or any 
agriculture property.  It only applies to vacation 
property, second homes and businesses.
Why the 18-Mill Renewal?
In 1995, Fennville residents first approved the 
18-mill levy on non-homestead property as was 
required by Proposal A. Last year, Fennville 
residents again approved an operating millage 
of 18 mills for one year. Many surrounding 
school districts also renew the 18 mills on an 
annual basis.

Clifford Paine
Volunteerism 
Award
The Board of Education of Fennville 
Public Schools established the Clifford 
E. Paine Volunteerism Award in 1989 to 
provide a lasting recognition for Clifford 
E. Paine and his nineteen years of dedi-
cated service to the school district.

The purpose of this award is to promote 
the concept of community volunteerism 
by the students of the district, and to 
provide special recognition for others 
who may volunteer their time and talents 
toward the improvement of educational 
opportunities in the district.

This is an annual award and will be pre-
sented to a member of the Fennville com-
munity who has distinguished himself or 
herself through community volunteerism 
and/or toward the improvement of edu-
cational opportunities for students in the 
District.

Since the award was established in 1989, 
these community members have been 
recognized for their services: 1990-Samuel 
F. Morehead; 1991-Donna Earl; 1992-Mar-
tin “Bo” Mason; 1993-Willis Mullen; 
1994-Robert Hutchinson; 1995-Margaret 
Sessions; 1996-Mark and Martha Schrock; 
1997-Betty Barnes; 1998-Frances and 
Vincent Carver; 1999-Ron Schipper; 2000-
Jan Landry and Kathy Morrow; 2001-Al 
Lashell; 2002-Rebecca Crane; 2003-Linda 
Stennett; 2004-Sally Bell; 2005-Cassan-
dra Garpow; 2006-Margaret Sessions; 
2007-Kelly Korman and Ray Diffenderffer; 
2008-Leslie Obbink; 2009-Larry Morse; 
2010-Sarah Clark; 2011-Sandy Busscher; 
2012-Carol Josefowicz; 2013-Darlene 
Hollander;  2014-Constance Laaksonen, 
and 2016-Kim Overhiser.

Any person may submit the names(s) of 
a candidate for this award. Nomination 
forms are available in the office of the 
Superintendent of Schools or complete 
form online at www.fennville.org, under 
the Community heading, or you may 
send an email to dbeaty@fennville.org to 
request form. Completed forms are due 
by April 15, 2016.

A committee, appointed by the Board of 
Education, will review all nominations and 
make the final determination as to the 
recipient (s) for the award.

Non-Homestead Millage Renewal Election
Tuesday, March 8, 2016

How does Headlee work?
When Michigan voters approved Proposal 
A in 1994, they changed the way that our 
public schools receive their funding. Be-
cause property values have increased great-
er than inflation, our millage is reduced 
annually without this vote. The district has 
lost as much as $100 per student in the past 
by not renewing the 18 mills on business 
and vacation properties.
Does every Michigan school need to 
ask for this 18 mills?
Yes, if they wish to receive full funding. 
Without it, a district would face a reduction 
from the State in the student foundation 
grant.
What happens if the proposal fails?
Fennville Public Schools would lose over 
$2.0 million in operating revenue. This 
would result in drastic programming cuts 
for students.

PLEASE VOTE ON 
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2016
AT YOUR TOWNSHIP HALL 

OR CITY PRECINCT!

The Allegan County School Boards Associa-
tion presents the eighth annual  “Outstanding 
People for Education Award.”  The purpose of 
the award is to recognize and honor people 
in education who are excelling in their field 
and/or are making an impact in the quality 
of education in Allegan County.  The Alle-
gan County Schools Communication Team 
coordinates the award. 

Examples of individuals to nominate could 
include the following:

• Teacher, classroom aide, administrator, 
secretary, board member, volunteer, bus 
driver, custodial, food service, support 
staff, social worker, therapist, consultant, 
community member or anyone supporting 
education.

• Persons who have made a difference in 
the overall quality of education by demon-
strating knowledge and skill in their area 
of responsibility, have developed unique 
programs that enhance the classroom 
experience, play a leadership role in educa-
tion, are a true “team player” in the school 
setting, provide significant support for a 

program or service, exhibit an attitude 
that promotes a positive working and 
learning environment, has made an impact 
on the quality of an individual student’s 
educational experience by demonstrating 
sensitivity to the needs of individual stu-
dents and provide service that is “above 
and beyond” their job description.

Nominations can come from anyone (stu-
dents, parents, school staff and community 
members) and will be kept anonymous.  
Each school district in Allegan County is 
participating in this award.  Recipients will 
be honored at the Allegan County School 
Board Association Recognition Banquet in 
June. They will each be presented with an 
award designed by students from the Allegan 
Area Technical and Education Center. 

Any person may submit the name(s) of a 
candidate for this award. Nomination forms 
are available in the office of the Superinten-
dent of Schools, on the district website at 
www.fennville.org or available by emailing 
dbeaty@fennville.org . Completed forms 
must be returned by April 1, 2016.



elementary SChOOl4

 

 Who:    Pre-School - 5th Grade Students 

 Where:    Fennville Elementary School 

 When:   Monday - Friday 

 Before School: 6:00 - 7:40 a.m. 

 After School:  2:45 - 6:00 p.m. 

 Fees:   $13 daily fee for 1st child covers BEFORE or 
     AFTER school, or both; $10 daily fee for each 
     additional child.  DHS payment arrangements 
     available, so please inquire. 

 

Snow Days and School Days Off:  $30.00/day for 1st child; 
$25.00/day each additional child. (Care for snow days/days off only 
available to children who attend the program: separate form required.)   

 

Application forms at Fennville Elementary School; office please call  
269-561-7236 with questions, or email Extended Day Care Program 
Director Melissa Schneider: mschneider@fennville.org. 

Fennville fifth grade students 
had the opportunity to expe-
rience science in an interest-
ing and kinesthetic way when 
they visited the Air Zoo in Por-
tage, thanks to both a mini-
grant awarded by the Fenn-
ville Educational Foundation 
and a Field Trip STEM Grant 
from the PPG Foundation.

Students discovered the amaz-
ing history of space explo-
ration and had a chance to 
experience a 3D shuttle blast 
off to space. Students walked 
through the history of aviation 
while exploring the forces 
that make air travel possible. 
Through the addition of a 

Fifth Grade Blackhawks
Take to the Sky

one hour “Rockin’ Roller Coaster” class, students collaborated in small 
groups, using the S.T.E.M. based approach, to construct their very own 
roller coasters.

Alyssa Hoggard returned to school 
on a recent Monday with an idea 
she was excited to share. She had 
seen a commercial on television 
that immediately made her think 
of the main character from the class 
novel Wonder, and she had a plan.

“There is a foundation that provides 
surgeries for kids born with cleft 
palates and cleft lips, and that re-
minded me of the main character 
from Wonder,” Hoggard said. “I 
talked to my friends about trying 
to do something to help.”

Hoggard and three friends, Hannah 
Gooding, Jordan Neal, and Madison 
McAllister, put together a letter that 
would raise awareness and funds 
to support Operation Smile and    
provide at least one surgery to a 
child in need.

As McAllister explained it, the mes-
sage of the book is about caring 
for others.

“In the book the main character 
is judged and treated harshly be-
cause of the way he looks,” McAl-
lister said. “And we thought this 
was a good way to teach others 
that there is a better message. The 
younger kids in the school all look 

to us as the fifth grade leaders, and 
we wanted them to pay attention 
to the message that being nice and 
kind is what matters.”

The four friends presented their 
idea for a fundraiser to teacher 
Courtney Griffin, and soon the 
effort had spread from one fifth 
grade classroom, to the entire 
grade, then on to the entire school, 
and then to the middle and high 
schools as well.

“We had to present our idea to the 
offices in the other schools,” Hog-
gard explained. “They were excited 
to help us spread the word.”

The four students are hoping to 
raise at least $240 for Operation 
Smile, the cost of one sugery, but 
just as importantly, they want the 
message of the book to spread and 
they want to spread smiles inside 
and outside the school.

“If we can all get the message that 
it doesn’t matter how people look 
on the outside, that will help peo-
ple judge by what’s on the inside,” 
Hannah Gooding said. “That will 
keep us from taking out our claws 
and be nice instead.” 

Taking the Message Outside of the Book: 
5th Grade Readers Lead Operation Smile

Fennville Extended Day Care Di-
rector Melissa Schneider uses 
the words fun and learning in-
terchangeably when she talks 
about the new program offered 
at Fennville Elementary School. 
For Schneider, the two words go 
together. 

“Our day care program is con-
nected to school, so every day we 
focus on learning by getting kids 
ready for school or extending their 
experience after school,” Schnei-
der said. “We know kids need 
opportunities to get energy out 
and not just sit in a chair, but we 
know structure and opportunities 
to read and for homework support 
are important for our students and 
their busy families.”

Schneider and her assistant Ann 
Schutt work closely with the stu-
dents as a team, and together they 
stress that learning and school 
are fun. From day one they have 

worked to create a sense of com-
munity with their students, and 
the students even helped create 
what that means in the day care 
program.

“I asked the kids what it means 
to be in a community,” Schneider 
said. “The kids knew right away 
what that meant, and they helped 
to create the rules we need for 
our fun, safe learning environ-
ment. We did not want to create a 
babysitting program. We wanted 
to create something special that 
makes the entire day better for 
the kids in the program, for their 
teachers, and for their parents at 
home.”  

The program is open to students 
before the school day begins and 
after the school day has ended, 
and enrollment is underway. For 
information about the program, 
contact Fennville Elementary 
School at 269-561-7231.

Fun and Learning Together in
New Fennville Day Care
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The fall book fair held in the Fennville Elementary School 
Library offered another great opportunity for students to 
fall in love with books. During the book fair Amanda Skellie’s 
Second grade students celebrated raising the most money as 
a class for the “All for Books” initiative.  $248 was raised for the 
purchase of new books for the Elementary Library.  

Thank you to all of our families who helped and to our librar-
ians and volunteers Including Mrs. Morse, Mrs. Menear, Mrs. 
Jones, and Mrs. Hollander for yet another successful Book Fair!

Fennville Elementary School may seem like it’s 
a long way from Washington D.C., but to the 
fifth grade class, a special visitor made it feel a 
whole lot closer to home.

United States Congressman Fred Upton visited 
with the fifth grade in Fennville recently, and 

he had a surprising message for the students. 
His message was that they should start getting 
involved in the political process. According Mr. 
Upton, students who are almost ten years from 
being able to vote are not too young to start 
getting involved in changing their city, state, 
country, and world.

It was actually an involved Fennville fifth 
grader that brought Mr. Upton to the school 
in the first place. Joey Skerbeck had attended 
an Allegan County Republican Club meeting 
with his mother, and at the meeting had the 
chance to meet the congressman. During their 
conversation Mr. Upton encouraged Joey to 
invite him to Fennville to speak with him and 
his classmates, so Joey did: working with his 
teachers and Elementary principal Albert Lom-

bard, it was a fifth grader who made it happen.

Mr. Upton told students stories of his journey 
into politics, starting in Southwest Michigan 
in the 1980’s, and then stories of working with 
other politicians, including every US President 
going back to Ronald Reagan, to represent the 
people of our region. 

According to Mr. Upton, education has been 
key for his success. He told students that one 
of the most important skills he uses to help 
run the government started for him all the way 
back in elementary school, and that was devel-
oping into a good reader. Mr. Upton said that 
he still reads constantly to be able to do his job 
in Washington D.C.

Fifth-grade student Wendy Gonzalez heard 
Mr. Upton telling her to stand up for what she 
believes in.

“I like that Mr. Upton knows he has to be cou-
rageous when he does his job,” Gonzalez said. 
“Sometimes he even has to stand up to other 
people in the government, and sometimes 
even the President, when he doesn’t agree 
with a new law. It’s important for all of us to 
be able to stand up for our beliefs, even when 
other people don’t agree.”

For Skerbeck, the biggest message was the 
encouragement that came to him and his 
classmates about getting involved.

“Politics matters to fifth graders because we 
care about helping society,” Skerbeck said. “As 
Mr. Upton said, it’s important that we take an 
interest in our own community, starting with 
helping our school. I know my classmates want 
to make the school better, and that’s where we 
can already start getting involved.”

Fifth Grade Student Arranges Congressional Visit

All For Books



middle SChOOl6

MS Honor Roll 2ND QUARTER1ST QUARTER
6th Grade- Principals
List (All A’s)
Jose Delgado
Courtney Dewulf
Vivianna Espion
Jose Guzman
Abigayle Hopkins
Madison Hoyt
Megan Johnson
Alex Martinez
Sarah Pitts
Anna Roa
Abigail Rodriguez
Ava Rosema
Logan Till
Jeffery Vanderkuyl
Annabelle Vanderscheer

6th Grade- Honor Roll
(A’s & B’s)
Dialitza Almanza
Corey Callejas
Dayton Martinez-Grigg
Celeste Hernandez
Dillon Hopson
Calyssa Howard
Liliana Hughes
Maddison Latchaw
Natalie Latchaw
Trista Lindley
Gabriel Martin
Carter Mokma
Daniel Escamirosa-Munoz
Jaylee Perrin
Kyrie Scholten
Tyler Schut
Megan Seeback
Isabelle Warnock

6th Grade- Principals
List (All A’s)
Jose Degado
Vivanna Espino
Jose Guzman
Madison Hoyt
Anna Roa
Ava Rosema
Jeffery VanderKuyl
Annabelle Vanderscheer

6th Grade- Honor Roll 
(A’s & B’s)
Alejandro Corrales Arre-
dondo
Corey Callejas
Nadia Cordova
Courtney Dewulf
Adrianna Espino
Adrianna Flores
Bryan Garcia
Dayton Martinez-Grigg
Bradley Groff
Celeste Hernandez
Abigayle Hopkins
Calyssa Howard
Liliana Hughes
Megan Johnson
Hunter Latchaw
Maddison Latchaw
natalie Latchaw
Trista Lindley
Gabriel Martin
Alex Martinez
Carter Mokma
Daniel Escamirosa - Munoz
Nolan Ortega
Jaylee Perrin
Sarah Pitts
Abigail Rodriguez
Kyrie Scholten
Dylan Schut
Tyler Schut
Megan Seeback
Logan Till
Isabelle Warnock

7th grade Principal 
List (All A’s)
Rachel Haywood
Brody Peterson
Tanner VanOeveren
Bailey Winsemius

7th grade Honor Roll
(A’s & B’s)
Martiza Aguilar
Becky Ajcuc
Ramses Arispe
Fred Estrada-Arriola
Christian Augustyniak
Ashly Benedict
Rylan Clark
Kilie Cobb
Easton Deroo
Ulises Diaz
Lizeth Flores
Emili Garcia
Marsha Gonzalez 
Vanessa Guerra
Jacob Hettinger
Alexis Hoggard
Loghan Howard
Richard Hughes
Monica Garcia-Lopez
Colton Maccune
Karina Martinez
Eduardo Mendoza Jr. 
Jonathan Mendoza
Cielo Morales
Gail Nauta
Ryan Nolan
Jesus Rojas-Novoa
Cian Ortega
Monserrat Pinon
Everardo Salamanca
Juan Sanchez
Elijah Sauceda
Amalia Suarez
Alyson Swingle
Katlynn Trevino
Addison Wentzell

8th Grade Principal’s
List (All A’s)
Taylore Cole
Madison Dalton
Raymundo Diaz
Coryne Howard
Parker Machan
Malia Marquez
Yulissa Martinez
Julie Mendoza
Enedelia Morales
Ethan Slawson

8th Grade Honor Roll
(A’s & B’s)
Jesus Beach
Selena Capman
Christal Castillo
Adriana Clark
Adeline Crace
Katelyn Dewulf
Jazmin Diaz
Omar Mena-Diaz
Alexis Downer
Andy Estrada
Ah Nyjea Everette
eliza Covarrubias Garcia
Adam Hernandez
Jacquelen Jaimes
Isreal Jones
Morgan Latchaw
Alonna Lee
Diogenes Urioso Lopez
Jose Madrid
Liliana Marquez
Luke Obbink
Jordan Pena
Annel Serrato
Austin Tencate
Giovanni Villegas
Brooke Zugel

7th grade Principal 
List (All A’s)
Ashly Benedict
Rachel Haywood
Colton Maccune
Cian Ortega
Tanner VanOeveren

7th grade Honor Roll
(A’s & B’s)
Becky Ajcuc
Fred Estrada-Arriola
Easton Deroo
Ulises Diaz
Joel Gonzalez
Marsha Gonzalez
Vanessa Guerra
Logahn Howard
Monica Garcia-Lopez
Karina Martinez
Eduardo Mendoza Jr. 
Cielo Morales
Ryan Nolan
Broday Peterson
Isaac Reyes
Everardo Salamanca
Amalia Suarez
Alyson Swingle
Bailey Winsemius

8th Grade Principal’s
List (All A’s)
Taylore Cole
Adeline Crace
Coryne Howard
Parker Machan
Malia Marquez
Yulissa Martinez

8th Grade Honor Roll
(A’s & B’s)
Connor Barnes
Selena Capman
Christal Castillo 
Adriana Clark
Madison Dalton
Raymundo Diaz
Adam Hernandez
Jacquelen Jaimes
Morgan Latchaw
Alonna Lee
Jose Madrid
Julie Mendoza
Enedelia Morales
Luke Obbink
David Peralta
Madison Radabaugh
Lizette Hernandez -
        Sanchez
Annel Serrato
Ethan Slawson

It has been often said that art imitates life, and members of the Fennville 
Middle School drama class learned what that means recently when they 
performed the play Captain Dangerous to the laughter and delight of 
their audiences.

Captain Dangerous is a play about an imaginary theater company putting 
on an imaginary play, and in the story they have to work through back-
stage chaos and many obstacles to put on their performance. For eighth 
grade student Morgan Latchaw, one of the stars of the play, the real cast 
had to work out many of the same challenges.

“One of my character in the play was Marlene, a backstage manager, and 
she was always rushing around getting people ready,” Latchaw said. “To 
play her, I had to leave my comfort zone to help people get ready for their 
parts and performance. I’m not bossy like she is, but playing the role I did 
become more assertive in real life.”

These are exactly the experiences drama teacher Annie Voigt is trying 
to create in her class for students. According to Voigt students have an 

experience onstage that 
they can’t get anywhere else 
in school.

“Performing in a play re-
quires that students do 
something really different,” 
Voigt said. “It’s hard to memorize lines and then stand on stage to deliver 
them. I end up working with students on being confident in class and 
onstage, and learning how to be brave and to trust one another.” 

For Latchaw, that’s what makes drama class so worthwhile. “Sometimes 
middle school is chaos, chaos, chaos, especially when you have so much 
to do and you want to do a good job. During the play we all had to step 
out of our comfort zones and embrace each other’s strengths and weak-
nesses. We became closer friends as we came together to put on the play, 
just like the characters in the play were trying to do.”

Middle School Drama Class Shines in 
Production of Captain Dangerous

Morgan Latchaw (right) performs as Mar-
lene in Captain Dangerous with Jordan Peña, 
in the title role.
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Brainstorming Monday, scripts on Tuesday, production, rehearsal, and 
filming Wednesday and Thursday, and Friday the show goes on the air. 
That is the weekly cycle the young journalists and film crew of Fennville 
Middle School News follow as they put together a weekly broadcast 
of current events for the staff and students of Fennville Middle School.

Monday the cycle starts all over again.

The weekly news broadcast is an effort FMS social studies teacher Alex 
Best brought to his students as a way for them to take ownership of 
the events that shape their lives. He was hoping his students would be 
interested in finding their place in the news, and he has been excited 
about what he sees. His students have taken on the challenge of pro-
ducing a weekly news broadcast, and they are responsible for every part 
of it, from brainstorming, to writing the stories, conducting interviews, 
speaking on air, filming and editing, and producing the final broadcast. 

Best serves the project as a consultant to the students who make it all hap-
pen. To Best, what makes the project so worthwhile, is that it is authentic.

“This news program is their own creation,” Best said. “I spent a few weeks 

teaching them how to produce a news program, but then they had to 
take on the challenge. They make it happen from beginning to end, and 
they are very proud of what they produce.”

A recent episode had two students debating the role of video games 
in the lives of students. Another episode had interviews with middle 
school coaches and athletes about the benefit of playing on an athletic 
team. Another episode  included a response to President Obama’s State 
of the Union address. While they may seem like big issues for middle 
school students to address, Best sees his kids responding to them with 
increasing skill and maturity.

“As  students produce the news, they are starting to see the trends of what 
makes for news,” he said. “I have seen my students start to go deeper as 
they analyze a story instead of just staying at the surface level. Everything 
the kids are doing connects to the standards of social studies, but kids 
are going deeper. We’re having debates about the news and learning 
about responsible journalism. The kids are starting to see they have a 
place in world issues, and they are able to discuss that place with more 
knowledge, skill, and confidence.”

The Newsmakers of Fennville Middle School

The first-ever FMS chapter of National Junior Honor Society has been 
established!  Its 15 members were inducted on October 14, 2015 with 
the help of current National Honor Society members Artemis Brown, Alex 
Overheiser, Aaron Scovil, and Cortny Overheiser.  Inductees were honored 
for their citizenship, academic achievement, leadership and character.  

Students have already participated in two group projects: members pro-
vided free child care for the FPS staff holiday celebration and hosted a food 
drive.  672 cans were collected and combined with gifts purchased by FMS 
Student Council to help 92 families with the help of Fennville Ministerial 
Association. NJHS members will also participate in another group project 
in the spring AND are in the midst of their individual projects.  

In addition to a group and individual service project, members must 
dedicate themselves to maintaining a 3.0 or above grade point average, 
demonstrating exemplary citizenship/character and improving their 
leadership skills.  Membership into this society will be open to new 7th 
and 8th grade students next fall.  Congratulations to this year’s newly 
inducted members!

Selena Capman
Becky Ajcuc
Ramses Arispe
Cruz Flores
Vanessa Guerra

Rachel Haywood
Monica Lopez
Eddie Mendoza
Ryan Nolan
Cian Ortega

Juan (Carlos) Sanchez
Elijah Sauceda
Amalia Suarez
Alyson Swingle
Katlynn Trevino

National Junior Honor Society
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7th Grade Camp

In traditional science classes, stu-
dents study the work of other scien-
tists, but in Matt Okma’s new STEM 
science class for eighth graders at 
Fennville Middle School,    students 
become scientists themselves as 
they design, test, and study their 
own original experiments in the 
classroom.

STEM education gives students 
problems to solve by applying real 
strategies of Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math. In STEM 
education, the belief is that stu-
dents will learn math and science 
by using it, just as scientists do in 
the field. And like scientists do in 
the field, students learn through 
making predictions, trial and error, 
experimentation, ingenuity, and 
moments of real discovery.

Teacher Matt Okma says that his 
new class is designed around the 
opportunities for investigation.

“During STEM class projects stu-
dents are given the opportunity to 
figure out how different concepts 
in science really work,” he said. “It’s a 
lot different than having to memo-
rize a fact or concept, but not use it. 
The idea is that students will really 
learn concepts by putting them 
to use and seeing them in action.”

A recent project required students 
to design and build cars out of 
foam, magnets, and hot glue, that 
would race as efficiently as possible 
down a magnetized track. After 
designing the cars, students test-
ed them repeatedly and recorded 
their observations in engineering 

logs, then made adjustments in 
design, weight, and construction.

After trying several different de-
signs in the project, eight-grade 
student Austin Tencate came up 
with a design that included a 
spoiler to add balance and weight. 
His new car raced efficiently down 
the track.

“When I started thinking about 
what fast cars look like, I came up 
with the idea of adding a spoiler,” 
Tencate said. “It works pretty well. 
I think the other students are going 
to start using this idea, now that 
they’ve seen my car.”

Through the project Tencate and 
his classmates worked together in 
small groups, checking in with Mr. 
Okma whenever a question came 
up that needed clarification. For 
his part, Okma described his role 
as being one of encouragement 
more than anything else.

“In STEM classes students are 
encouraged to try new ideas out, 
even if that means running into 
problems at times,” Okma said. 
“Students have to get past be-
ing concerned about failure, and 
because the emphasis is on trial 
and error, failure is built into each 
experiment. Real scientists run into 
failure all the time in the real world, 
and this classes treats kids like real 
scientists.”

Tencate agreed. “I like that I can try 
out new ideas when I think I have 
a good one. It’s fun to experiment 
like this.”

Students Become Scientists with
Mr. Okma in STEM-8 Class For the first time 7th grade students attended Camp Pendalouan in the 

fall! They enjoyed the crisp weather and many new activities to go along 
with old favorites. Students participated in archery, sling shots, rifle 
shooting, camp games, bracelet-making, and communication activities, 
plus the survival game, climbing the rock wall, the high-ropes course, the 
Dutch auction, and gaga ball.

Attention current sixth-grade students: you can 
bring in box tops now to help pay for your 7th grade 
fall and spring trips. See Mrs. Blake for information.  

Students raised money for 
camp through chocolate bar 
sales, a varsity-football tail-
gate party, a design contest 
for the sale of t-shirts, bags, 
and coasters, parent-volun-
teer service in the conces-
sion stand, and the collection 
of box tops. Chocolate bar 
sales and box-top collections 
continue to help fund a class 
trip to the Grand Rapids Mu-
seum in May.
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The Daughters of the American Revolution 
(DAR) Award is a very prestigious award given 
each year to one high school senior.  FHS staff 
nominate students who demonstrate qualities 
of dependability, service, leadership and pa-
triotism in their family, school and community.

This year, our FHS DAR Good Citizen Award 
goes to Lindsay Cossey.  Lindsay is the daugh-
ter of Travis and Julie Cossey.   She plans to 
attend either Hope College or the University 
of Michigan this fall.  Lindsay is a member of 
the Fennville Chamber Choir, National Honor 
Society, and Student Council.  She is also active 
in the athletics program, both in cross-country 
and varsity softball.  Congratulations, Lindsay!

Daughters of the American 
Revolution Award

Back row: Carlos Edwards, Roberto Gonzalez, Carlos de la Rosa, Middle row: Garrett Dragan, Andrés 
Garcia, Donovan Saylor, Front row: Hailey Martin, Gustavo Morales, Marissa Latchaw, Lindsay 
Cossey, Sierra Till, Not pictured: Giovanny Morales, Jocelyn Leonard , Fennville high choral director

The Fennville High School National Honor So-
ciety held a ceremony in November to induct 
seventeen juniors into the Fennville Chapter.  
Students qualified to apply for admission by 
maintaining a cumulative 3.25 GPA.  The Faculty 
Selection Committee reviewed each application 
and evaluated each applicant’s qualifications in 
the four core areas of membership: scholarship, 
leadership, service and character.

The National Honor Society has thousands 
of chapters in high schools across the United 
States and Canada, and more than one million of 

the brightest and most capable students make 
up its membership. The society endeavors to 
“create enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate 
a desire to render service, to promote leader-
ship, and to develop character in the students 
of secondary schools.”

Students who were inducted in the November 
ceremony:  Marissa Latchaw, Mattalyn McKel-
lips, Kiley Burt, Andres Garcia, Kelsey Phelps, 
Anna DeMann, Francisco Orozco, Jessica Erland-
son, Carlos DeLaRosa, Cynthia Meza, Amanda 
Chappell, Madison Raak, Hannah Canfield, 

Allyson Moralez, Kimberly Morales, Vanessa 
Martinez, and Hannah Schneider. 

New members join existing members Hailey 
Martin, Clifford Morse, Jacob Morse, Artemis 
Brown, Eliya Pantoja, Lindsay Cossey, Alex Over-
hiser, Danielle McKellips, Aaron Scovill, Kelsy 
Overhiser, Kortny Overhiser, and Abigail Beissel.

Fennville High School Principal Jim Greydanus 
presided over the ceremony, which was directed 
by NHS faculty advisor Ryan Ondersma.

FHS Students Named to Region B Honors Choir
Twelve Fennville High School students were named to the Region B Honors Choir and performed 
at Western Michigan University in December. Congratulations to the following students and Mrs. 
Leonard for all of their hard work and success!

Alto 2: Lindsay Cossey, Sierra Till, Carlos DeLaRosa.  Bass 1: Andres Garcia, Giovanny Morles. 
Bass 2: Garrett, Dragan, Carlos Edwards.  Soprano 2: Marissa Latchaw, Hailey Martin.
Tenor 1:  Gustavo Morales, Donovan Saylor.  Tenor 2: Roberto Gonzalez.

National Honor Society Induction Ceremony
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There were many sounds 
to be heard during the 
Veterans Day Ceremony 
at Fennville High School, 
from the choir singing mil-
itary fight songs to the 
marching band playing 
the national anthem, to 
speeches and other trib-
utes to veterans; yet for 

many in attendance, the most powerful sound of all was that of silence, 
when 700 middle and high school students stood to pay their respects 
to the men and women who have ever served in the country’s military.

The moment of silence was part of the annual event planned and hosted 
by the Fennville High School student council, and the importance of both 
the event and the moment was understood by the students in attendance, 
according to freshman Miguel Flores.

“We have respect for our veterans and owe them a moment of thanks,” 
Flores said. “It’s important that we take a day to remember and reflect on 
the many things our veterans have given to us by serving the country. We 
(the students) all understand that. The gym isn’t usually quiet when all 
the students are in there, but we understand the need to show respect 
our veterans.”

During the ceremony junior Tara Perry read an essay she had written on 
the theme of freedom. According to Perry, the essay had two messages, 
one for veterans, and the other for the students of Fennville.

“First of all my essay was written as a way to say thank you to veterans, 

graciously and humbly,” Perry said. “My other message was to remind 
students that we are all using the freedoms every day that have been 
provided by our veterans, and we owe it to them to use them well.”

The essay that Perry read was chosen through a contest held by the 
Fennville High School student council. Her messages clearly hit home 
for many students. “One of my classmates told me she cried when she 
thought about my words,” Perry said. “She told me that she needed to be 
reminded about how veterans have sacrificed in their lives to give us all 
opportunities to live with freedom.”  

As she finished her speech, retired Navy officer Anthony Cole stood to 
applaud, sending his message of gratitude and respect back to her.

Athletic Director Frank Marietta shared the story of William Tromp, a 
Fennville native who went missing in action in 1966 while serving in the 
Navy and flying over Vietnam. Tromp is one of forty-nine Michigan soldiers 
still listed as MIA from Vietnam.

US Army veteran Nathan Brown who attended the event with his daughter 
Artemis, a senior at Fennville High School, said events like the Veterans 
Day ceremony are important to give students a chance to hear stories 
for themselves, firsthand, as they interact with the men and women of 
the military.

“Students who interact with veterans get a chance to hear about history 
and the world outside of Fennville,” he said. “That’s the point of an event 
like this, to bring students and veterans together.”

As Migues Flores said, students knew themselves the importance of the 
event. “We were glad for the chance to come together with the veterans 
to be able to pay our respects.”

Fennville Students Honor Veterans in Annual Ceremony

During a recent trip to Ferris State University with thirty-six juniors, high 
school history teacher Jeff Raywood learned that people with welding 
certificates are able to earn far more than veteran high school teachers. 
Of course, that was the point of the trip and of recent efforts to make 
college a reality for Fennville students:  the more we can do to inform and 
encourage students to attend college or pursue training after graduation, 
the more our students will be able to plan for success after they graduate.

Many of the college readiness initiatives are the work of Fennville High 
School college liaison officer Elyse Hogan and the Michigan Gear UP 
program. Hogan works with high school counselor Tara Coffindaffer to 
expose kids to the college search and application process, plus arranges 
for students to visit campuses, and campuses to visit students. Michigan 
Gear UP helps provide funding and other resources for visits like the one 
to Ferris State. 

To help make college real for seniors, Hogan and Coffindaffer challenged 
the senior class this fall to increase the number of college applications 
filed by Fennville students. They also encouraged teachers to wear t-shirts 
and post signs about their own colleges and universities, and to have 

College Gets Real for Fennville Students
conversations about their experiences in college.  

Sophomores in Fennville High School are also invited to think about 
college. Students are already being encouraged to apply for the Allegan 
County Early College program that will allow students to begin taking 
college classes as juniors, and working to earn a degree even as they 
work towards high school graduation. Students who complete all three 
years of the program earn an associate’s degree a year earlier than they 
otherwise could, and the costs are paid by Fennville Public Schools and 
Allegan County.

As Raywood noticed during the visit to Ferris State, it was very encour-
aging for Fennville students to tour a campus and visit programs and 
begin to think of themselves as college bound. The goal is to make 
college something more than a far off possibility, but rather a very real 
opportunity for every one of our graduates.
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High School Honor Roll

Annual Notice of the Right to Request a 
Personal Curriculum Modifying Michigan Merit 

Curriculum Requirements for Graduation 

Free School Breakfast
Breakfast is offered to all students in the elementary school, middle school, 
and high school for no charge every school day. Breakfast service is lo-
cated in the school cafeterias. There are a variety of items on the menu, 
such as pancakes, scrambled eggs, waffles, cereal, muffins, and fresh fruit. 
Check your school breakfast menu on the Fennville district website for 
daily choices. Elementary menus are sent home with students monthly, 
and breakfast and lunch menus are posted in all school cafeterias. Break-
fast is a key component to academic success: studies have shown that 
students who eat breakfast perform better on tests, pay better attention 
during class, and earn higher grades.

What is a personal curriculum?
The personal curriculum (PC) is a 
process to modify specific Michi-
gan Merit Curriculum (MMC) high 
school credit requirements and/
or content expectations based on 
a student’s unique learning needs 
and post-secondary goals. It is 
designed to serve students who 
want to accelerate or go beyond 
the MMC requirements and stu-
dents who need to individualize 
MMC requirements to earn a high 
school diploma.

Who may request a personal 
curriculum?
A personal curriculum may be 
requested by the following: 
• The parent or guardian of a stu-
dent for whom the PC is sought;
• a student who has reached the 
age of majority;
• an emancipated student;
• a teacher who currently teaches 
the student or whose expertise is in 
a subject area proposed to be mod-
ified by a PC, or who is determined 
by the principal to have relevant 
qualifications;
• a school counselor or school 
employee qualified to act in a 
counseling role.

If the request for a PC is made by 
the student’s parent or legal guard-
ian, or if the request is made by an 
eligible student, the school district 
shall develop a PC for the student 
pursuant to the parameters out-
lined in MCL 380.1278b(5). 

When may a personal curriculum 
be requested?
If the student has an Individual-
ized Education Program (IEP), the 
personal curriculum request may 
be submitted prior to 9th grade.
(Note: Any resulting PC may not 
be implemented until the student 
begins/enters 9th grade.) If the 
student does not have an Individu-
alized Education Program (IEP), the 
personal curriculum request may 
be requested after the student has 
completed 9th grade.

For more information on the Per-
sonal Curriculum (PC), or to make a 
request for a PC, please contact Mr. 
Corey Harbaugh at (269) 561-7331, 
ext. 1169 or email charbaugh@
fennville.org. 

In December, 4th graders were invited to participate in a coloring contest 
for Subway.  Students colored pictures that were displayed at the Fenn-
ville Subway.  Community members voted for the picture they liked best.  
Taylor Correa from Ms. Kollar’s room won the contest, earning her a 6 inch 
sub.  Subway also brought each of the participating fourth grade classes 
a platter of cookies to enjoy.  Thank you, Subway!

4th Grade Coloring Contest

9th Grade: Nadia Allen, Diana Alvarez, Leah Boerigter, Alexis 
Clark, Ashlynn Cluchey, Jace Cossey, Danielle Davis, Jovanna 
Dela Rosa, Paige Demaray, Nataly Grose, Erica Haywood, 
Christopher Hicks, Macy Ilmberger, Erik Korman, Christi 
MacDonald, Tabitha Martinez, Mikinsey Maya, Matthew 
Mcallister, Alison McKellips, Jessica Mendoza, Clay Rosema, 
Austin Scovill, Sierra Till, Justin Underwood, Deborah 
Williams, Hunter Yetzke, 

10th Grade: Maegan Anderson, Damion Atteberry, Douglas 
Bellenger, Mckayla Brenner, Jacob Brown, Hernan Burgett, 
Alexis Burt, Valeria Capman, Kylie Clark, Araceli Delgado, 
Toni DeLuca, Madyson DeRoo, Michael Fuller, Braden Griffin, 
James Guillermo, Molly Latchaw, Marcus Martinez, Matthew 
Morales, Samuel Osgood-Nieboer, Angel Perez, Estevan 
Rosas, Maite Salamanca, Alexis Saylor, Jan Serrato, Alexander 
Tietsort, Kamryn Vandyke, 

11th Grade: Jada Allen, Cara Blok, Kiefer Brenner, Kiley Burt, Hannah Canfield, 
Rebeca Castillo, George Castle, Amanda Chappell, Carlos De La Rosa, Maria 
Delucas, Anna DeMann, Garrett Dragan, Karen Fernandez, Andres Garcia, Kirsten 
Harrison, Alex Holtsclaw, Mathew Korman, Emily Laguna-Perez, Marissa Latchaw, 
Vanessa Martinez, Saul Morales Rosas, Kimberly Morales, Allyson Moralez, Liliana 
Novoa-Rojas, Francisco Orozco, Dan Palencia, Alyssa Perez, Tara Perry, Kelsey 
Phelps, Madison Raak, Davin Romero, Licet Romero, Lauryn Saylor, Morgan 
Solomon, Guillermo Suarez, Nathan Suarez, 

12th Grade: Abigail Beissel, Artemis Brown, Lindsay Cossey, Mariana Delgado, 
Jessica Erlandson, Roberto Gonzalez, Alison Gort, Hunter Guzman Shaw, Tori 
Machan, Cristian Marquez, Hailey Martin, Miguel Maya IV, Danielle McKellips, 
Mattalyn McKellips, Mary Mendoza, Cynthia Meza, Gustavo Morales, Clifford 
Morse, Jacob Morse, Adam Overhiser, Alex Overhiser, Kelsy Overhiser, Kortny 
Overhiser, Eliya Pantoja, Elliana Sauceda, Hannah Schneider, Aaron Scovill, Kyle 
Scurio, Isabel Soriano, Maribel Soriano, Jessica Strickfaden, Esmeralda Suarez, 
Nicholas Tietsort, Bobby Tillery II, 
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When the Fennville Blackhawks play at home, fans and players alike 
show off their pride and spirit by wearing school colors, the familiar 
black and orange. 

But at a home volleyball game against Hartford this fall, the home team 
dressed in pink, the visiting team dressed in pink, fans dressed in pink, 
and even the referees got into the spirit by wearing pink, to send a mes-
sage that when cancer is the opponent, we are all part of the same team 
in trying to defeat it.

The event was first designed to be a tribute to Fennville teacher and 
long-time volleyball coach Jenn Lanphear who was returning to school 
after six-weeks of treatment for cancer. But the event soon turned into 
a major awareness and fund-raising event for organizers Christy Haynes 
and Jodi Scovill, and a way for players and others to pay tribute to the 
special people in their lives who have been impacted by cancer.

“The event evolved very quickly but all came together to be a very 
special project,” Scovill said. “Once we knew we wanted to honor those 
impacted by cancer and raise money for an organization, details fell 
into place.” 

“The team set a goal of raising one thousand dollars for the Side Out 
Foundation, an organization that uses volleyball to raise awareness and 
provide funds to cancer patients. Through shirt sales and other fund 
raisers, we raised $2340, more than twice what we set out to raise. The 
players were very excited.”   

Haynes took over the role of varsity volleyball coach this year when 
Lanphear took leave to begin her treatments, and Haynes honored Lan-
phear all year by wearing pink on Wednesdays.

“Last year Jenn and I would wear pink every Wednesday just for fun,” 
Haynes said. “It’s a funny reference to the movie Mean Girls and a way 
to break up the week with a little color. So I wore pink every Wednesday 
again while Jenn was out. Then the whole staff started wearing pink, 
and then some students even started, and it spread from there.”

Because the teams and referees wore pink and the game was played 
with a pink volleyball, Haynes had to get approval to conduct the event.

“Hartford High School was great to work with, and they got right on 
board after I called their athletic director,” Haynes said. “And the state 
high school athletic association approved our event right away, too.  It 

Fennville Volleyball Digs Pink Against Cancer

was a nice surprise that the referees even wanted to wear pink for the 
event, but everyone got behind our plans very quickly, and with great 
support.”

Fennville senior volleyball player Danielle McKellips said there were 
many things that stood out that evening, but for her the most powerful 
experience was playing volleyball on behalf of her mom Lisa, a cancer 
survivor. 

“I didn’t tell my mom all of what was going to happen at the game,” 
McKellips said. “She was very touched when they announced both our 
names together during the player introductions. It meant a lot to her, 
and to me. It really became meaningful when it wasn’t just my name 
announced during introductions. I was standing there on behalf of 
someone else who always stands behind me. The game was much more    
personal.”

McKellips said she hopes future teams continue the Dig Pink game as 
an annual event.

“The game brought everyone together around an important cause,” she 
said. “It was neat to see and to feel the support, not only for us, but for 
everyone whose life has been touched by cancer in some way.”

For Lanphear the event was special because it was the kind of thing that 
makes her love teaching in Fennville.

“So many times I’ve seen this town come together to support the school 
or a family in need,” she said. “It’s just the way we do things in Fennville. 
So I wasn’t surprised to see so many fans in pink at the game and how 
many people took a personal interest in making it a success. I was very 
touched by the event, but I kept it together pretty well and just enjoyed 
myself.”

Lanphear is glad to be returning to her normal teaching schedule and 
will look to be involved with volleyball in some way when the season re-
turns next school year. But for now she’ll keep the spirit alive by wearing 
pink on Wednesdays with Haynes.

“I think we’ll be wearing pink on a regular basis,” she said. “I certainly 
own enough of it by now.”

Fennville varsity volleyball players huddle up before the Dig Pink 
game versus Hartford High School. 

Fennville Blackhawk varsity volleyball player Kelsey Phelps hugs 
her grandmother, Donna Earl, before the Dig Pink game. Kelsey 
dedicated her game that night to Donna, a cancer survivor.
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Meemic Book Grants Awarded Eagle Scouts are Lifelong Learners

A current Fennville High School 
senior and a recent graduate are 
finding success in and out of the 
classroom thanks to the status 
both achieved as Eagle Scouts 
with Fennville Boy Scout Troop 
45. Dylan Aalderink and Dave 
Johnson developed many skills on 
their way to the highest achieve-
ment in scouting, and those skills 
continue to serve the young men 
in all they do. 

Dylan Aalderink is a senior at FHS 
and a member of Fennville Boy 
Scout Troop 45. Dylan earned the 
rank of Eagle Scout, the highest 
achievement in Boy Scouts. Na-
tionally only 5% of Boys Scouts 
achieve the rank of Eagle. 

Dylan has been active in scouting 
for six years has accumulated 
seventy nights of camping, and 
given back to his community more 
than eighty hours of community 
service. He is also a brotherhood 
member of the Order of the Arrow, 
the honor society established for 
scouts. 

Dylan has been active on the High 

school cross country team and is a 
volunteer firefighter with the Fen-
nville Fire Department. 

After graduation Dylan will attend 
Lake Superior State University to 
pursue a degree in Fire Science en-
gineering. Dylan is the son of Chad 
and Lylania Aalderink.

Matthew Johnson, a 2014 FHS 
graduate and Boy Scouts Troop 
45 Eagle Scout, has been named 
to the Dean’s List at Grand Valley 
State University for the 2015 fall 
semester with a 3.7 GPA. Matthew 
is pursuing a degree in criminal 
justice with a minor in natural re-
source management. 

Besides carrying a full class load 
at GVSU, Matthew works full time 
at Valley Concrete and part time 
as a wrecker driver for John’s Auto 
Service. Matthew is also acting 
First Lieutenant of the Michigan 
State Police Explorer Post # 9052 
of Wayland, where he is gaining 
insight into a possible career in the 
state police. 

Matthew is the son of Dave and 
Denise Johnson.

Dylan Aalderink Matthew Johnson

Elementary teachers know there is nothing more powerful than putting 
the right book at the right time into the hands of a student eager to 
read. Recently three Fennville Elementary School teachers were granted 
$100 each by the Custer Insurance Agency in Zeeland to do exactly that.

The Meemic grants book grants were awarded to first-grade teacher 
Monica Boeve, second-grade teacher Frank Andrews, and fourth-grade 
teacher Terri DeRoo, who are using the funds to increase the size and 
selection of their classroom libraries. According to Boeve, having books 
at the right level is very important for student literacy.

“I am using this grant to help students get interested in reading non-
fiction books at their levels,” Boeve said. “When given the right book at 
the right level, students are eager to read. Eager readers become good 
readers, and that’s what we want.”

Kathryn Custer from Custer Agency in Zeeland is pictured present-
ing checks to teachers Frank Andrews, Monica Boeve, and Terri 
DeRoo.

More than 100 people attended the Family Fun Night at the Community 
Athletic Center in January hosted by the Fennville Great Parents, Great Start 
program. Kids and parents played basketball or other games together, or 
made cardboard cars to sit in while watching a popular movie about cars. 
Pictured left  is first grade student Ceeley Howard in the car she made for 
the movie.

For information about upcoming Great Parents, Great Start events, contact 
Fennville liaison Marileen Pitts at 561-7331

Families Gather for Healthy Fun
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ATTENTION!
Moms, Dads, Grandpas, Grandmas, Aunts and Uncles

Your school needs YOU!
Fennville Public Schools has immediate openings

for Regular and Substitute School Bus Drivers
Must have or be able to obtain the following:
Commercial Driver’s License (CDL- B) with

School Bus & Passenger Endorsements
Michigan School Bus Driver Certification

Pass Pre-Employment and Random Drug and Alcohol Testing
Certificate of  Medical Fitness

Pass Michigan State Police & FBI Criminal Background Checks

Our kids deserve the best!
Contact: John Schlack, Director of  Transportation

Phone: 269-561-8131 or Email: jschlack@fennville.org
Apply at: Fennville Bus Garage, 3 Memorial Drive, Fennville, Ml 49408

WANTED: MEMBERS!
The Fennville Athletic Boosters Club is in dire need for members!  If interested, please contact 

Amy McAllister at (269) 512-2230 or fennvilleathleticboosters@gmail.com
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The Fennville High School Alumni 
Association will be recognizing the 
25 and 50 year anniversary of the 
Classes of 1966 and 1991 on May 
20, 2016.

This year a new activity has been 
added. There will be a reunion 
dance held at the high school fol-
lowing the anniversary ceremony 
and continuing into the evening. 
Any alumni may attend but we 
would like to send out a special 
invitation to the classes before and 
after these anniversary years, the 
Classes of 1965 and 1967, and 1990 
and 1992 are welcomed and en-
couraged to attend the ceremony 
as well as the dance afterward to 
reconnect with classmates.

Members of the Alumni board 
feel this will be one of the best 
FHS alumni celebrations ever, and 
that it will establish a new annual 
event for many years to come, 
focused on the silver and gold 
reunions, but including members 
of the classes on either side, and 
any and all alumni who want to 
celebrate their shared connection 
to Fennville High School each year. 
According to Alumni Association 
President Lowell Winne, Jr., the 
goal of the association is to create 
events that allow all alumni to step 
back in time and let the “kid inside 
of them come alive once again.”

The annual reunion celebrations 
of silver and gold ceremonies had 
been held for many years in con-

Fennville High School Alumni
Celebrates the Classes Of 1966 and 1991 and all FHS Alumni!

Please fill out form below for interest in either becoming a member of the 
Alumni, a Board member, or attending the celebration in May.

FENNVILLE HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION INTEREST FORM

____I am interested in serving on the Board for the Fennville High 
School Alumni Association ( I understand we meet twice a year in April 
and October) Please send me me additional information.

Name: __________________________________________________ 

Address:_________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________

____I am NOT interested in serving on the Board for the Fennville High 
School Alumni Association but would like to become a member and 
am submitting $5.00 dues for five years.

____I am planning on attending the Alumni celebration and dance 
on Friday, May 20, 2016 and am submitting $5.00 per person for 
the event. 

____I am not interested in event at this time.

Submit to: 
Fennville Public Schools 
5 Memorial Drive 
Fennville, Michigan 49408 
Attn: Diane Beaty or 
dbeaty@fennville.org

junction with the graduation of 
the current FHS senior class, often 
prior to graduation in Sheehan 
Auditorium. The board decided to 
move the celebrations to the new 
Friday night dance format to allow 
more time and for an evening 
event of celebration and remi-
niscence. The cost to attend the 
dance will be $5, except for those 
alumni celebrating their 25th or 
50th reunion, who are invited to 
attend for free. Again, any alumni 
are invited! 

The Fennville Alumni Association is 
in need of new board members to 
take the places of cherished former 
board members who have passed 
away or are no longer able to 
serve. If you are interested in serv-
ing on the board, please contact 
Diane Beaty in the Fennville Public 
Schools District Office, at 269-
561-7331, or by email at Dbeaty@
fennville.org, to begin the simple 
application process. You may also 
send your money for the reunion 
dance to her as well.

All alumni are welcomed and en-
courage to get involved. More 
details about upcoming events will 
be shared as the board makes fur-
ther plans. For more information 
about the association or for alum-
ni news and events, please visit 
www.fennville.org and look for the 
community/alumni tab or visit the 
alumni association Facebook page 
at www.tinyurl.com/fpsalumni.

Additionally, plans are underway 
for a combined reunion this sum-
mer for the Classes of 1960 & 1961 
on Saturday, July 23, 2016. More 

info to come; please contact Edie 
at bushee@frontier.com or Jane 
at 269-543-4272 for details.

What started as a simple luncheon between old friends 
returning to Fennville every once in a while to catch up on 
old times has become a monthly gathering of Fennville 
Public Schools alumni. The event is open to all alumni, and 
so far gals have attend from as early as the Class of 1952, 
all the way up to the Class of 1970. 

In October, 2015, thirty eight alumni and two FPS staff 
members met for lunch.

The next luncheon will be Monday, May 23, 2016, at 11:30 
a.m. at the Trestle Stop Restaurant in Hamilton. 

For information, contact Edie Bushee at bushee@frontier.
com, or Jane Babbitt at 269-543-4272.

Come Gather for Lunch with the Fennville Gals

Standing: Edie Cochran, Evelyn Charles, Betty Schorle, Hedy Morse, Shirley Onken, Noreen Gooding, Joan Skinner, Pat Slotman, Mary Ann Barnes, 
Betty Boeskoal, Mary Lou Bailey, Carol Baumback, Sally Stevens, Kathy Polk, Judy Chatterson, JoAnn Moore, Pat Weber, Arlene Sargent, Alice 
Gibson, Sally Joostberns, Joyce Jones, Martha Schoeneich, Joyce Kuhnert, Sharon Hutchins.  Sitting: Kay VanDenBerg, Donna Earl, Julie DeRoo, 
Kathy Decker, Ada Morehead, Loretta Lucarelli, Mary Ann McMahon, Vicki Sandy. On the floor: Jane Babbitt, Betty Hitchcock, Janet Hanscom, 
Margretta Brummer, Bessie Kark, Nora Drew, Marcia Kark
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Visit our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/fennvillepublicschools
And “Like” us!

Coming In March! 
Kindergarten Round-Up!

Come and join us in March to enroll your child in Kindergarten!

Fennville Co-op 
Preschool and 

Round-Up!
Working together, learning, 

playing, preparing for 
Kindergarten!

 
Preschool will be your 
child’s first experience 

at school. The Fennville 
Preschool offers fun 

learning environment to 
assure that children have 

a positive experience 
and are well prepared for 

kindergarten. The Fennville 
Preschool provides a 

structured routine while 
teaching a combination 
of social skills, life skills, 

and academics. There are 
programs for both 3 & 4 

year olds. 

Round-up for the Fennville  
Preschools will be:

Wednesday, March 16, 
2016 

1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday, March 17, 2016 
1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

 
Call (269) 561-7236 to see if 

your child qualifies.
 

Allegan County Free Preschool
Head Start & Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP)

Allegan County offers Head Start and GSRP preschool for income 
eligible families with children turning 3 or 4 years of age by 

September 1, 2016. Children of all abilities are encouraged to 
apply. Transportation may be available. Enrollment begins 
March 2016. For more information call 888-824-0032 or 

           visit www.alleganpreschool.org and enroll online.

Upcoming Dates

Wednesday, March 16, 2016
1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Last Names A-L

Thursday, March 17, 2016 
1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Last Names M-Z
Children who will be at least five years old by September 1, 2016 are 

eligible to enroll in Kindergarten for the 2016-17 schoolyear. Additionally, 
parents of a child that does not meet this age requirement may request a 

waiver under certain circumstances permitting their child to attend.

Please bring your child with you for readiness testing. 

Very Important –Other Items to Bring with you:

• Proof of Residency  (current utility bill, house buy/sell agreement, rent/
lease agreement, any bill with your name and address on it) 

• Certified Birth Certificate  (Must be original state-issued certificate 
with raised seal)

Kindergarten Round-up:   
Tuesday and Wednesday, 

March 16 & 17

Elementary Talent 

Show:  Friday, April 

13 at 1 p.m.

Election: Tuesday, 

March 8

Friday: May 20, 2016  
Fennville High School 
Alumni Ceremony & 

Dance  6 p.m.

Spring Break:   
April 1-8

Thursday, May 26 
Fennville High School 

Graduation 7 p.m.


